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Ré: The article of Jan. 20 in the Herald, titled
“Exxon signs agreement to protect city rév-
enues.” [ found this to be a vety Provocative |
statement. Why would the world's/largést oil
company and second largest corporation in the |
world agree to protect our little city’s revenue
stream? What does this mean? [s this a quid pro i
quo? If so, what are we giving up? And of
course, the citizens of this town should also be ‘
wondering who is going to protect “us” from
Exxon. ,

In this same article council member Corbaley
states, that, environmental impact reports and
clean-up schedules are proceeding along on
numerous contaminated sites: Rose Drive;
Tourtelot property and the Old Benicia Arsenal

She doesn’t mention Lake Herman, which is
mercury poisoned, nor does she even hint that
the oil refinery itself is a harmful site. We know
from evidence released from the Environmental
Protection Agency and the Environmental
Defense Fund that the refinery has high toxic air
emissions in California... has, council member .
Corbaley requested an Environmental Impact >
Report on this locale? If not, why not?
Remember this refinery is a buffer zone —open  ;
space, away from a school and residences... by °
the way open spaces and buffer zones don't -
work against chemical emissions; particulates
tend to go wherever the air or water carry them!

Finally council member Whitney quotes the
Texas bidders that the oil refinery is a crown
jewel. It may be, for the new owner from a mon- !
etary standpoint; however, whérizyou drive by 3
the site itself it is a huge, ugly; dead}y-blight on
our city’s landscape: .- - ;i Spg g N

In conclusion, is it the councifghosition that §
the city will seule for short term. profits and :
worry about long term cost, ataigter date? Are )
we repeating past history like-the aforemen- ¢
tioned contaminated sites? Is thigfeaily respon-
sible leadership? We cannot contigie 1o think ¥
about city or county révenue stream and the '
environment separately. We to develqp ¢
new ways.of living and;tg ¢ : NV 4
i aid democaic
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Borez muaien L0HYrs = supplicd by Exxon

CCrpoialivnl e O any sale 10 4 new owuar-
SI1p group.

ln Sunday jur. 31st) Contra Costa Times
ournutist, Jehune Barry mentoned, (unbe-
Kno~1s0lo me = wnd, [ would presiime most res-
idents of Bentciay that Exxon s being sued. The
Attorney General of Caiifornia Bill Lockyer and
the District Attorney f Solano County David
Pauison cite Exxon tor leaking and spilling
{from numerous sources; storage tanks, process-
ing units and pipelines) petroleum among other
chemicals.

The petroleum spilled have contaminated
soil, groundwater and surface water ... including
water that 1s a potential source of drinking
water. The petroleum spilled contains, among
other chemicuals constituents, benzene and
toluene. Both listed as known to cause cancer.

B N o N
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According to the suit; tiled September 1999,
Case #013407 - Exxon has been polluting the
ground water since 1988! Exxon in a twenty-
seven page rebuttal has denied all charges.
Cinzens of our town and countsy can read the
summation at the Court House, civil division -
second rfeor, in Fairtield. [ made a copy and I am
sharing it with neighbors and friends.

‘ihis of course poses many questions, but with
the case in linganon it is very difficult for inter-
csted individuals to secure further documentation.
And, of course the silence on this issuc from our:
mayor past and present and city council has been
quite telling, indeed.

Recent reports by the Environmental Protection
Agency that the San Francisco.Bay is polluted;
and that Exxon-Benicia has the worst air emis-
sions in the state and a parent organization of
doing much environmental harm; wouldn’t |
wise tor the Federal Trade Commission; the
Attorney General otfice and yes, even our city
council (o iinpose. a temporary injunction to delay
the sale of the refinery. What seems odd, among.
many other things, is at present we have the state
attorney generals office trying to broker and
approve the sale at the same time it is in litigation
with the company. We need to know the factsand
to find out the truth about what is happening at the
Exxon plant - what is the rush about this sale? Our
community deserves to know what the results of
the suit may have on our future environmental
well being.

U1l end with a quote trom Rachel Curson book
Silent Spring — I am pessimistic about the
human race because it is too ingenious for its own
good. Qur approach to nature is to beat it into
submission. We would stand a better chance of
survival if we accommodate ourselves to this plan-
et widd viewed it appreciatively instead of skepti-
cally and dictatoriallv. — E, B. White

Will Gregory
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